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As we enter the final month of winter it’s a 
good time to check in on water storages, 
rainfall to date and winter climate patterns.  
It’s seems such a short time ago that we 
were all spruiking how warm and dry the 
autumn period had been.  Well that seems 
like an eternity ago and although many parts 
of our country are in drought conditions, 
Lorne again is so lucky.

For those unaware, Lorne has its very 
own water storage facility, the Allen Dam at 
the head of the St George River.  From the 
Allen Dam water is piped to the Lorne Water 
treatment plant at the top of William Street, 
filtered, disinfected and then dispersed to 
one of five storage tanks across the three 
pressure zones that exist in Lorne. 

Work has recently been completed on the 
Allen Dam, undertaking safety upgrades 
for the years ahead.  These works saw the 
level of the Dam fall to below 60 per cent 
in April but with recent rains, it has quickly 
replenished to 100 per cent.  The June 
rainfall total of 120.4mm against the June 
average of 108.3 went a long way to the 
speedy refill of the dams 196 megalitre 
capacity.

It’s been great to learn of a very active 
group of Wye River residents that have 
been lobbying the State Government for 
the continuation of the Surfcoast Walk 
in an endeavour to extend the walk’s 
destination from Fairhaven to Apollo Bay 
and in particular the section between Lorne 
and Wye River. This pro-active group in 

leaving no stone unturned have been actively 
lobbying government support for the project 
and I believe there is some good news on 
the horizon?

The Wye River working group had learnt 
how my grandfather, the late Donald 
Richardson Stewart, had walked the mail 
from Lorne to Wye River along a route that 
became known as the Bridle Track.  What 
made this feat even more intriguing to me 
and younger family members was that 
this was a task, which he started before 
his teenage years had even begun, and it 
wasn’t until two years later that he had saved 
enough to purchase a pony to enable him to 
complete the return journey on horseback.

Just another great example, along with 

our loggers, fishermen and traders, of 
the early pioneering history in which our 
coastline is so richly immersed, and it’s like 
a “pot of gold” that needs to be unlocked for 
the benefit of our community and the tens 
of thousands of National and International 
visitors to the Great Ocean Road Region.

Don’t forget Lorne Festival of the 
Performing Arts (FOPA) from August 30 
through until September 2 - go to www.fopa.
com.au for details and ticketing.

Ian Stewart 
Chairman - Committee for Lorne
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A WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN

August 

11  Lorne vs Colac Imperials 
football and netball, at Stribling 
Reserve, juniors matches from 9am, 
seniors at 2pm

11  Lorne P-12 Collage - Movies 
& TV Comedy Quiz Night 
hosted by Rusty Berther. 
Wine, bubbly, beer and soft drinks 
available at reasonable prices. 7pm. 
Tickets $25 from www.trybooking.
com/398520

26  Run the Marsh, 3km walk, 
2km & 5km fun run at Frogwood 
Arboretum. Register at deansmarsh.
org.au. 

30  FOPA – Festival Of Performing 
Arts, featuring comedy, cabaret, 
magic, music and roving 
entertainment at locations around 
Lorne. www.fopa.com.au
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Showcasing Lorne’s 
Fishing History

Early in May, through 
this column, the Lorne 
Historical Society 
announced it would be 
mounting an exhibition 
telling the story of Lorne’s 
fishing industry and 
putting a call out to anyone 
who had photographs, 
memorabilia, stories etc, 
which could be used. 

The response was overwhelming!  
People from all around Australia who 
had connections or who had been 
involved in the heyday of fishing in 
Lorne contacted the Society and 
provided information.  We received 
photographs, newspaper clippings, lists 
of the names of fishermen and stories!  
Oh, the stories!  This was the human 
face of a period in Lorne’s history when 
fishing was the backbone of the town.  
Here are a couple of extracts from the 
exhibition which will give you an insight 
into what to expect when you visit.

The following quotation describes 
the beginnings of the fishing industry 
in Lorne:  

“The early thirties, during the great 
depression, saw the beginnings of the 
fishing industry in Lorne.  Cecil Penny, 
Jack Romaro and Bill Hollingworth 
fished using nets off the front of the 
beach – one walking along the beach, 
another walking through the waves 

and occasionally with the use of a 
dinghy, they would catch salmon, 
garfish, mullet and silver bream.  Bill 
Hollingsworth would sell the fish around 
the township.”

The stories we received which are on 
display reminded us that fishing in this 
part of the world is not for the faint of 
heart.  It was a dangerous occupation 
as demonstrated in this story:  

“On Friday 13th, 1961, a Lorne cray 
boat, the Barbara-Dee, was hit by a 
freak wave as the two crew tended to 
cray pots.  The boat overturned on a 
reef ten miles east of Apollo Bay, at 
Sugar Loaf.  The skipper, Roy Harris 
(who was a former Victorian junior surf 
champion) swam half a mile to shore 
and then swam back with a four-gallon 
drum to help ship-mate Noel Rogers 
who couldn’t swim.  After climbing the 
cliff to Wangan, a retreat house, the 
pair were “revived’ with brandy by the 
Redemptorist priests.  The Barbara-
Dee was towed to Lorne where it was 
discovered that four hundred pounds 
worth of damage was done to the hull.”

Another story highlighting the 
dangers our fishermen faced, features 
Lorne fisherman, Mac Campbell 
(pictured right with fellow fisherman, 
Gary Norton):

“In 1980 Malcolm Campbell, fishing 
in big seas, had just finished shooting 
his snapper traps when a large wave 
struck the side of the boat.  He lost 

balance and was flung into the sea 
and as his boat was still in gear, it 
motored away.  Having little alternative, 
Macka swam the three miles to Mount 
Defiance.  He decided to hitch a ride 
back to the Co-op.  Being scantily clad, 
he found hitching a ride difficult!!

The then manager of the Co-op, 
Henry Love, contacted the police in 
Melbourne, who stated that as there 
were no lives lost they would not be 
looking for the boat. The television 
stations sent a helicopter down, not to 
look for the boat, but interested in the 
story.

Bill Fulton, a friend of Macka’s and 
a pilot, drove to Grovedale, obtained 
a light plane and started the search.  
David Love was with Bill and he was the 
spotter for the boat.  Gordon Bannister 
and Gary Norton went out in Gordon’s 
speed boat.  When they located the 
missing boat, still circling eight miles 
out to sea, Gary jumped aboard and 
brought the craft safely back.”

Staging this exhibition has been a 
wonderful experience and we have 
managed to collect so much more 
material about this amazing chapter in 
Lorne’s history.

The exhibition will be open until 
October and can be seen each Friday 
and Sunday mornings from 10am until 
noon at the Historical Society’s room.  
In addition to the photographs and 
other memorabilia, there is also a movie 

FISHY TALES 

playing depicting fishing in Lorne from 
early settlement through to the heyday 
of the industry.  This movie contains a 
clip of a fishing boat being lifted from 
the water by crane – a unique piece of 
footage.  Morning tea is also served on 
the last Sunday of the month.  Please 
join us and contribute to the “Fishy 
Tales”.

Peter Spring
Vice President
Lorne Historical Society


